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Many people will be aware of the problem of lack of availability of new plots in Ahamlish Graveyard. Very 

shortly no new plots will be available and burials will only take place in existing family plots. New Plots will 

have to be sourced in other burial grounds in North Sligo. Sligo County Council and the Parish have been 

actively trying to identify options for an extension to the existing burial ground or a new burial ground for a 

number of years without any success.  Over recent years a number of potential locations were brought to 

the Councils attention but these sites have been identified at an early stage to be unsuitable for 

consideration primarily, but not solely, due to access issues. We are grateful to those landowners who 

engaged in an effort to provide a solution.  

 

The Council and Parish are making a final appeal to the Community for its assistance in this matter. Ideally 

land as close as possible to Ahamlish burial ground would offer the best solution. It would more easily 

facilitate all areas of the parish. Land as close as possible to the N15 would be helpful. Sites proposed in 

the past while the land itself was suitable was not easily accessible and therefore could not be considered. 

If lands not in vicinity of Ahamlish can be identified for a new burial ground, said lands will have to 

accommodate parking, so a plot of up to 4 acres would possibly be needed.  It also needs to be borne in 

mind the excellent work that the Burial Ground Committee at Ahamlish carry on. A new graveyard away 

from Ahamlish will also require maintenance and upkeep and will be a challenge for the existing 

Committee to facilitate. For these reasons land as close to the existing graveyard is the best solution.   

 

Sligo County Council has limited resources available to deliver a new graveyard. There are currently 

significant demands on the Council for new burial grounds and extensions across the county. There is 

significant capacity in Rathcormac to facilitate new plot requirements and unless progress can be made to 

resolve the problem of providing an extended or new burial ground option for Ahamlish, then the Council 

will have to move onto other priorities and it will then be the case that new plots can only be facilitated in 

Rathcormac.  Any landowner who considers that they may be able to assist in this matter can contact Fr 

Christy McHugh at 071 9163100  or Mr Michael Feeney, Sligo County Council at 071 9111996 to discuss 

same. All expressions and discussions will be treated in strictest confidence. 


