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Sunday 2nd January 2022

The Candle ThaT ShineS - Céad Mile FáilTe

One old Irish custom that many continue to observe is the placing of a candle in the window 
on Christmas Eve, as a céad mile fáilte to strangers and to remember those who are far 

away from home. A tradition that had particular prominence in the west of Ireland for many a 
long year, a candle would be placed in the widow as a sign of welcome to the Holy Family, should 
they happen to pass by and need a place to rest a while.

Not displaying a lighted candle was reminiscent of the innkeeper who had no room for Mary 
and Joseph in Bethlehem! Some households displayed three candles - one each for Joseph, Mary 
and the unborn Saviour. Often, the door of the house was left unlocked if the Holy Family came 
when everyone was asleep. For some Christians, the bright flame of the candle represents the Star 
of Bethlehem, which guided the Magi to the stable in Bethlehem where Jesus was born. In Penal 
Times, it was also a secret invitation to Catholic priests, administering the sacraments in defiance 
of the English, to come and celebrate Mass in the house at a most special time of the year.

Visible from the main road through the Phoenix Park, the 700+ hectares of greenery on the north 
side of Dublin, one of the most famous lights in Ireland is that which shines in an upstairs win-
dow of Aras an Uachtarain, the Irish President’s residence in the Park. It was a custom adopted 
by the first female President of Ireland, Mary Robinson, during her term in office in the 1990s, 
as a beacon to all Irish emigrants, guiding them back to their native home and as a reminder to 
all the Irish abroad and their descendants that they are never forgotten. This light now shines in 
the library of President Robinson’s hometown of Ballina. At her inauguration, Ireland’s Mary 
McAleese placed a Tilley Lamp donated to her in the window of the Áras. The current President, 
Michael D Higgins, has maintained the tradition of the shining light.

At the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, President Higgins called on the Irish people to place a 
light in their window on Holy Saturday 2020 as a sign of solidarity and hope in a time of darkness 
amid the fear and suffering of so many due to Covid-19.

Some Catholic scholars believe the tradition of a lighted candle in a window harks back to 
the Christian roots found in Judaism, in particular, the eight-day feast of Hanukkah, the Jewish 
Festival of Lights which occurs each year close to Christmas. The holiday is celebrated with 
prayers and the lighting of the modern nine-branched Menorah, which is then put on display in 
the window.

Feast of Mary, Mother of God
At the message of the angel, the Virgin Mary received the Word of God in her heart 
and in her body, and gave Life to the world. Hence she is acknowledged and honoured 
as being truly the Mother of God and Mother of the Redeemer.

Second Sunday of Christmas

Please Remember in your Prayers:
 º Seamus Lenehan, Carns, Moneygold. Died 30th December. Our sympathy to his wife Mary; daugh-

ters Daniella, Lisa, Laura-May, Mary, Orianna and Ciara; son John; sons-in-law; daughter-in-law; 
grandchildren; mother Marie; brothers; sisters and extended family. Funeral Mass will take place on 
Monday at Church of Mary Immaculate, Grange at 12 noon with burial in Carigans Cemetery.



Sunday 2nd January 10:30am Dan McGloin
William & Teresa Guilfoyle

Thursday 6th January 10:30am Feast of the Epiphany

Friday 7th January 10:00am First Friday
Enrollment Mass

Sunday 9th January 10:30am Feast of The Baptism of The Lord

Cliffoney Masses

New Year’s Day
Saturday 1st January 8:00pm

Feast of Mary, the Mother of God
World Day of Prayer for Peace
JP & Mary Feeney, Bearnadearg and sons Francis & John

Sunday 2nd January 12 noon Barry McDermott
Sean McGowan, Cloyspara (8th Anniversary)

Monday 3rd January 12 noon Funeral: Seamus Lenehan
Tuesday 4th January 9:30am Mildred Hulme, Bury, England (died 24th December)

Wednesday 5th January 8:00pm Dominic & Jane Harte and sons Patsy & Dom-
inic and sons-in-law Eric & Danny

Thursday 6th January 12 noon Feast of The Epiphany
John Pat Devins (18th Anniversary)

Saturday 8th January 2:00pm Baptism
8:00pm Willie Loughlin; Terry Meehan

Sunday 9th January 12 noon Paddy Watters, Newtownward
Margaret O’Reilly

Grange Masses

Collection: €1665

OuT OF darkneSS - ShOne a GreaT liGhT

It is so easy to turn Christmas into something like a birthday party for baby Jesus, where 
everything is dazzling white and when we put on our best clothes for the occasion. We forget 

that Jesus was actually born in a dirty, humid and dark barn, smelling of animals and surrounded 
by a few poor shepherds. Yet, it was precisely out of this darkness that there shone out the light 
to the whole world. 

Often, we find ourselves living Christmas as a huge anti-climax, as we resist the expectation 
to feel at our best, full of cheer and joy. Criticising its slide into materialism is not a real help: 
we do yearn to discover the real Christmas spirit. We can only find that spirit if we venture into 
the darkness where Jesus was born. Instead of giving gifts to Jesus and inviting Him to the won-
derful party we are organising, we accept His invitation to go to the place where He was born. 

Instead of shining our lights on Jesus, we let Him shine His light on us. As we stand before the 
new-born Jesus, we ask for the grace to get in touch with the darkness that inhabits our world, 
inside us and around us, and to let His light penetrate our deepest darkness, even in the most 
hopeless situations: the darkness of our difficult relationships, unfulfilled hopes, sickness and 
death that inhabits our lives, and our unjust and corrupt world. 

Once we feel His light shining on our darkness We also feel the peace and deep joy felt by 
all who were in that dark and smelly barn. We might not have the solutions, but we know that 
darkness will never have the last word in our life, for the light of God has shone, and the people 
who walked in darkness have, indeed, seen a great light. Hope means believing that the light will 
come from the darkness itself it is a gift, God’s greatest gift, given to those who are ready to face 
their darkness. Like the shepherds, we discover the joy of Christmas when we go as we really 
are. Then it becomes a real joy, which we share and celebrate with others: we have discovered 
that we need a Saviour, and that He has been given to us in the most unexpected manner.

Fr Paul Pace SJ writes on jesuitreflections.wordpress.com

New Year’s Day
Saturday 1st January 10:30am Rosary

6:30pm
Feast of Mary, the Mother of God
World Day of Prayer for Peace
Philomena Barry and deceased of the Lochart family

Wednesday 5th January 6:30pm Vigil Mass of The Epiphany
Saturday 8th January 6:30pm Vigil Mass of The Feast of The Baptism of The Lord

Mullaghmore Masses

A Prayer for our Earth
All powerful God, you are present in the universe and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with your peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in 

your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may sow 

beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to recog-
nize that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle, for justice, love and peace.


