
Vatican Radio at Ninety 
Despite what might have been thought, the radio continues to play an important role all over the world. 

It is synonymous with proximity and reaches large audiences who do not always have access to other 
media. In this context, Vatican Radio pursues its fundamental objective of a public service that seeks to 

nourish hope and to make available the voice of the Pope while offering an interpretation of current 
events in the light of the Gospel. It has done so again, and despite the obstacles, throughout this long 

worldwide ordeal of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Vatican Radio offers programmes in 41 languages and broadcasts on various platforms, including the 
internet. In Rome, some 20 Jesuits collaborate daily in radio production. Two of them tell us in a few 

words the meaning of their commitment to this service of the Church.  
Jozef Bartkovjak SJ 

Chief of the Slovakian Desk 
For eight years I have been leading the Slovakian section of Vatican Radio, one of the small ones. We 

are a team of three. Besides being a source of news from the Vatican seven days a week, we offer 
people extensive translations of the Holy Father’s recent speeches and homilies. Accompanying him 

also on his visits abroad. We use several channels: Vatican News portal, Vatican Radio, Facebook, 
newsletter by email. 

Vatican Radio is a family of nations, a ‘redeemed Babel’. It also shows clearly how in the Church we help 
each other with complementary roles: lay people, priests, nuns. We Jesuits, through our vows, can be 
free to sacrifice almost anything for the mission, and this thanks to the support of the community. A 

generational chain is also evident: I can say that I find inspiration in those great predecessors who 
worked in the Slovakian programme over the years and we, in turn, prepare and motivate young Jesuits 
for this mission. The apostolate in the field of media is for me a connection with all kinds of challenges. 
The first is to stay with God, otherwise all the effort is useless. Then the challenge of being able to listen 
and discern where the truth is, to understand the meaning in the midst of all the turmoil and deception 
going on in the world. Also the challenge of being a faithful interpreter of what the Pope says and does. 
Then the challenge of choosing the appropriate medium, both vocal and multimedia that speak to the 

hearts of my Slovakian people.  
Sanjay Dilip Ekka SJ 

Hindi Desk 
As I finished my tertianship in 2015, I was missioned to Vatican Radio in Rome. It was unexpected and sudden. 

However, I feel delighted and grateful to God who invited me to embrace this mission. In the beginning, 
meeting the everyday deadlines for the transmission was quite demanding. It was like a marathon. I had to be 
on my toes and ‘to burn the night oil’ to be ready on time. I have been translating the speeches, homilies and 

catechetic teachings of Pope along Church documents, including Fratelli Tutti, into Hindi. Our Hindi 
programmes are followed by many Hindu and Muslims in Asia. I have been personally moved and touched by 
the translation work of the Pope’s messages: they are always accessible. So we constantly get feedback from 

our listeners. Many have expressed that our programme touches them in the heart. 
Communicating the message of the Holy Father, through Vatican Radio, to the Hindi listeners of the Universal 
Church has given me real joy and fulfilment: this mission has indeed brought about unique transformation in 

me.  

“Even the Heather Bled” by Joe McGowan 
A chronicle of Civil War + events leading up to the deaths of Sligo Noble Six on Benbulben Mountains.  

Available at Easons, Sligo or from Joe 

Star of the Sea Retreat Centre - Mullaghmore 
New events added at Star of the Sea, Retreat & Conference Centre, Mullaghmore. Details 

on www.staroftheseacentre.com  For information and bookings please contact Louise or Frank 
at staroftheseacentre@gmail.com or on 071 9176722.   
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Give up your old way of life 
Cast aside your old self 

Renew your mind by a spiritual revolution 
 

Eph 4:22-24 

 
 
 

 

Visit us on ahamlish.com 

& 

Ahamlish Parish Sligo Facebook Page. 

Adoration every Thursday, 7-9pm Grange Church 

 

 

 

Join us for every mass online through our FB Page at Grange Church 
 

https://www.staroftheseacentre.com/
mailto:staroftheseacentre@gmail.com


 Masses Cliffoney  

Sat 31st July 2.30pm 
Baptism, Mullaghmore 
Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Sun 1st August 
10.30am 

 
1.30pm 

Bridie Brady 
Tim + Brigid Gunnigle 
Baptism x 2 

Thur 5th August 11am Enrolment Mass 

Sun 8th August 10am Mark + Chrissie McDonagh 

Sunday Collection:                                                       Collection: 402             

 

Olympics 
Congratulations to Mona & Christopher 

A tweet appeared during the week “I know we rightly go on about Skibb but Grange in Sligo – population of 
586 – has two Olympic finalists” @KCsixtyseven 

There are no words to describe how elated we are for Mona and Christopher and their families. We are also in 
awe of all that they have achieved. They have amazed and delighted us all. Last Saturday they were Olympians 

and this Saturday they are Olympic Finalists. Mona made it to the final of the 100m breaststroke and is now 
ranked 8th in the world. Mona also competed in the 200 m breaststroke, setting a new Irish record of 2.25.08 
and is now ranked 20th in the world. Christopher excelled in the 4 x 400 m relay. The team consisted of Cillin 

Greene, Phil Healy, Sophie Becker and Christopher. In Heat 1, Christopher ran the race of his life by producing 
the fastest of the four legs to secure the teams place in the final. 

A welcome home drive through is planned for Mona and Christopher. No date has been set yet but listen out 
for news of this which will be announced shortly. In the meantime, get out all your Irish flags and St. Patrick’s 

Day gear to welcome them home. 
Thank you from North Sligo AC (NSAC) for your support 

It’s only a few weeks ago that NSAC decided to set up the Go Fund Me page for Christopher and Mona. They 
didn’t ask us to do this, but we knew from our limited experience, how physically, psychologically, and 

financially demanding it is for an elite athlete to make it to the top of their sport. Most of us have no idea of 
how disciplined, focused and hard-working Christopher and Mona have had to be to get this far. Most of us 
have no idea of the setbacks they overcame along the way. Most of us have no idea of the financial cost of 
getting to this point and then pushing on from here. We knew that the North Sligo community wanted to 

show Mona and Christopher how much they are behind them and want to support them - we set up the Go 
Fund Me page to allow people, in these COVID times, a channel to show their support and we are so proud of 

how much support has been shown to them. On our behalf and their behalf, a sincere thank you for 
supporting our two North Sligo Olympic Finalists. 

Also our congratulations to Sarah Hawkshaw, Dublin + Mullaghmore and all her colleagues on the Ireland 
Hockey Team, who participated in the Olympics. Well done to them. 

FleadhFest Sligo 2021 
Fleadhfest - a virtual Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann - will take place in Sligo between 1st-9th August, 

streaming concerts, sessions, competitions and other elements central to the Fleadh Cheoil, and all free 
to air via Fleadhfest.ie. 

In the lead up to the festival, we have produced a video which highlights the struggles we have all had 
during the pandemic, and how music can help us through the challenges that we still face daily. We’d 
really appreciate if you could share the links below. Below are the links we have posted on Facebook 

and YouTube. These links will go live at 8pm this evening, Tuesday 20th July. 
Youtube: https://youtu.be/c1no77osFMA  

Facebook: https://facebook.com/fleadhcheoil.ie  
Dropbox: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/jz7vm223750j1ng/AACaF098T6v0fl1zo6SWclPga?dl=0  

 

No Mass this year in Ahamlish Cemetery – we will do the 12.00 Mass in Grange Church as normal 

Masses Grange - All these masses available on Facebook 

Sat 31st July 
1pm 
8pm 

Baptism 
Mass 

Sun 1st August 12.00 Kathleen, John Pat + Patricia Tivnan, Newtownward 

Mon 2nd August 9.30am For the People of the Parish 

Wed 4th August 9.30am Nikkie 

Fri 6th August 8pm John Burke (20th Anniversary) 

Sat 7th August 8pm Barry Hamilton 

Sun 8th August 
12.00 
1pm 

Vera Herron 
Baptism x 2 

Sunday Collection        Grange Collection: €780  Formation of Future Priests: €15      

Please remember in your prayers: 
Wizzi Parry (nee Gallagher) who died on Fri 23rd July from Oxford, England + formerly Cliffoney, sister of the 

late Paddy Gallagher. 
James Francis Gilmartin, Carnamaddow, emigrated to N.Y. 1930. On July 26th 1969 he died while on holiday in 

Ireland and was buried in the Corr Family Plot, Cargin (Church of the Sacred Heart), Toome, Co. Antrim.  
The Disappeared + those families robbed of a loved one and a place to lay them to rest. 

Pope’s Intention (universal) for August 2021 
Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to reform herself 

in the light of the Gospel. 

The Prayer of Pope Francis 
I thank you Lord for the comfort of your presence even in times of loneliness. 

You are my hope + confidence, you have been my rock and my fortress since my youth, I thank you for having 
given me a family + for having blessed me with a long life. 

I thank you for moments of joy + difficulty; for the dreams that have come true for me + for those that are still 
ahead of me. 

I thank you for this time of renewed fruitfulness to which you call me. 
Increase, O Lord, my faith make me a channel of your peace, teach me to embrace those who suffer more 

than me; to never stop dreaming + to tell of your wonders to new generations. 
Protect + guide Pope Francis + the Church that the light of the gospel may reach the ends of the earth. 

Send your spirit O Lord, to renew the world that the storm of the pandemic may be calmed, the poor consoled 
+ wars ended.  

Sustain me in weakness + help me to live life to the full in each moment you give me; in the certainty that you 
are with me every day until the end of the age.  

Amen. 

Lough Derg 
The Lough Derg Pilgrim Path on the lough shore is now open daily.  The full route is a 12km loop, with a 
shorter 8km option, and several information boards highlight features of particular interest.  Leaflets are 

available at the Visitors Centre. 
Further dates for these guided walks will follow for late August and early September. For bookings and further 
information email info@loughderg.org  or telephone 0(0353) 71 9861518.www.loughderg.org      Lough Derg 

Pilgrim Path, Pettigo, Co Donegal.  F94 N289 

Irish Wholesale Flags: 093-42024/ 087-3355456 
For all your Flag deals! 

 
 

First Friday Calls will be done on Thur + Fri, Aug 5th + 6th  
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