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Sunday 13th February 2022

“A blessing on those who
put their trust in the Lord”

A Listening And ConversAtionAL ChurCh?

The church has recently begun a two-year synodal process of encounter, listening, and discernment. 
Echoing the words of Pope Francis, the preparatory document for the synod stresses that the pur-

pose of this consultative process “is not to produce documents, but ‘to plant dreams, draw forth proph-
ecies and visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind up wounds, weave together relationships, 
awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another and create a bright resourcefulness that will enlighten 
minds, warm hearts, give strength to our hands.”

History of Clericalism
At this point, some of you may be smiling cynically. Mindful of the church’s history of clericalism, this 

newfound appreciation of the laity may elicit more scepticism than encouragement. Speaking recently 
at a webinar, Redemptorist Cardinal Joseph Tobin of Newark, New Jersey, USA, respected this possible 
response: “Sometimes cynicism is very well merited, but sometimes cynicism could be an escape mech-
anism that allows me to escape from my reality and responsibility.” 

Pope Francis appeared to anticipate this reaction in his homily at the Mass which began the synodal 
process. He also wanted to challenge its usefulness: “Today, as we begin this synodal process, let us 
begin by asking ourselves - all of us, pope, bishops, priests religious and laity - whether we, the Christian 
community, embody this ‘style’ of God, who travels the paths of history and shares in the life of human-
ity. Are we prepared for the adventure of this journey? Or are we fearful of the unknown, preferring to 
take refuge in the usual excuses: ‘It’s useless’ or ‘We’ve always done it this way?”

A Story of Conversion
In the preparatory document, the encounter between Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10) is used as emblem-

atic of the synodal process Cornelius, a pagan yet God-fearing soldier, is told by an angel of God to 
bring Peter back to his home. Meanwhile, in the midst of hunger pangs, Peter has a vision. In it, he is 
commanded by the Lord to eat meat: “Get up, Peter. Slaughter and eat.” To this, Peter exclaims, “Surely 
not, Lord!” He is adamant that he has not and will never eat anything profane or unclean. Peter’s whole 
worldview is being challenged. Naturally, he resists. Eventually, Peter goes to Cornelius and accepts his 
hospitality, eating food that he had once considered forbidden. In the process, Peter has the theological 
breakthrough that will change Christian history: “God shows no partiality.” 

The preparatory document sees the story of Peter and Cornelius modelling what synodality is all about: 
“Both Cornelius and Peter involve other people in their journey of conversion, making them compan-
ions in their journey. The apostolic action accomplishes God’s will by creating community, breaking 
down barriers, and promoting encounters.”

Communities are frayed, however. A global pandemic has kept us from one another. In their confusion, 
some people search for answers in secularism and religious fundamentalism, while others, feeling be-
trayed by religious authorities, walk away. 

Yet, as the preparatory document makes clear, “synodality represents the main road for the church, 
called to renew herself under the action of the Spirit and by listening to the Word. The ability to imagine 
a different future for the church and her institutions, in keeping with the mission she has received, de-
pends largely on the decision to initiate processes of listening, dialogue, and community discernment, in 
which each and every person can participate and contribute.”

Michael Daley is a teacher and writer from Cincinnati, Ohio, USA. 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time



Saturday 12th February 2:00pm Wedding: Malcolm & Christine
4:00pm Baptism

Sunday 13th February 10:30am Molly & Owen Conway, Cliffoney
Friday 18th February 10:00am Feast of Fra Angelico

Sunday 20th February 10:30am
Kathleen & Packie Harrison (19th & 10th 
Anniversaries)
Anna Lyon (7th Anniversary)

Cliffoney Masses

Collection: €352

Saturday 12th February 8:00pm Charles & Mary Costello, Kilcat
Rita Conway, Dublin (1st Anniversary)

Sunday 13th February 12 noon
Tommy Maguire, Cloyspara
Paddy & Agnes Watters, Cloonaghbaun
Margaret Gilmartin, Carns (Month’s Mind)

1:00pm Baptism x2

Monday 14th February 9:30am
Feast of St Valentine
Feasts of St Cyril and Methodius
Mick & Bridie Boyle

Tuesday 15th February 9:30am
Wednesday 15th February 9:30am
Thursday 15th February 9:30am
Saturday 19th February 2:00pm Baptism x2

8:00pm

Hugh Brennan (2nd Anniversary)
Tom Smyth, Sharevagh
Padraig & Una Gilmartin and his parents Patrick 
& Agnes and deceased of the Gilmartin family

Sunday 20th February 12 noon Jimmy Christie (12th Anniversary)

Grange Masses

Collection: €800              

Prayer and Hymn CD
A CD entitled “I Thirst” has just been released which is a beautiful collection of healing 
prayers and hymns-  especially suitable for the sick. It can be purchased online from Knock 
Shrine bookshop. Also further information is listed on a poster in the back of the church.

Dance Classes Cancelled
Unfortunately dance classes in Cliffoney Hall on Sunday night’s are cancelled for the 
moment. It is hoped to recommence them at a later date.

Cliffoney Grange Defibrillator Group
We wish to thank everyone who recently contributed to the Church Gate collection and the local 
businesses who responded to the written appeal for contributions. As you are aware we are in the 
process of updating the four defibrillators in our community. If anyone would like to contribute 
to this worthy cause please contact Noel Herity 0861953192, Karen Reynolds 0876398705 or 
Catherine Keogh 0874185192. Alternatively you can contribute to the Go Fund Me page which 
can be accessed through the Cliffoney Grange Defibrillator Group Facebook page.

Grange Tidy Towns AGM
Grange Tidy Towns AGM will be held in St. Molaise Gaels clubhouse at 8.30 pm on 
Tuesday 15th February. We would be delighted if as many people as possible could at-
tend and voice your opinions as to how our beautiful village can continue to be devel-
oped and enhanced through the work of Tidy Towns volunteering. Residents, members 
of resident groups, businesses and sporting groups are all welcome and we thank you 
for your continued support.

Please Remember in Your Prayers:
 º Eddie John Higgins, 97 Castlegal. Postman 1974-97. Our sympathy to his wife Brigid, sons 

Martin & Gerard, daughter Mary, seven grandchildren, son-in-law Paul, daughters-in-law 
Fidelma & Kay, nieces, nephews, cousins and extended family. Predeceased by his parents 
Frances Higgins & Winifred Gilmartin, daughter Ann and sister Kathleen Oates. Funeral 
Mass took place at St Molaise Church on 9th February with burial in Ahamlish Cemetery.

 º John Leonard, Cloontyprucklish, Grange. Died 9th February suddenly at his residence. 
Our sympathy to his wife Geraldine, son Seán, daughters Siobhan & Sinead, son-in-law 
Brian, Seán’s partner Tracey, granchildren Kai & Roisin, extended family and friends. 
Funeral took place at Grange Church on 12th February with burial in Ahamlish Cemetery.

 º Nell Twoomney (née Kenny), Manchester and formerly Catronplank, Cliffoney. 
Died 9th February. Predeceased by her husband Owen. Our sympathy to her sons 
and daughter, sisters and brother Tommy, upper Cliffoney.

 º Mary Pallas-Gilbride. Died 12th February at her residence, Dublin. Predeceased by her 
husband John. Our sympathy to her four sons & extended family in Dublin & Gurteen.

New Bishop of Galway
Best wishes to Rev Fr Michael Duignan, Bishop of Clonfert who now becomes Bishop 
of Galway and Clonfert. Fr Michael was our priest in Cliffoney from 2002-2005.


