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Online MassOnline Mass
Every Mass from Grange Church available on our Facebook PageEvery Mass from Grange Church available on our Facebook Page

AdorationAdoration
Every Wednesday, 7-9pm, Cliffoney ChurchEvery Wednesday, 7-9pm, Cliffoney Church

Every Thursday, 7-9pm, Grange ChurchEvery Thursday, 7-9pm, Grange Church

Sunday 31st July 2022

Fair Days

Life has never been easy. And in my search for ease, I discovered once again, one of 
the wonders of rural life, the local agricultural show. You never know what you will 

bring home from a show. 
A few years ago, I encountered a pure-bred ram at the Arvagh show in Calvin, who 

inspired me to write a novella about him. I think of him steal all burly and strong, a ram 
amongst rams. Perhaps this short season, it will be a horse or a young bull calf with rip-
pling muscles and an end on him that will put others to shame. I might make a return trip 
to Arvagh in a fortnight’s time. 

My first show this season was my local show: the Connemara pony show that occurred 
last month. It has been running all my life. And I joined with my brothers and sisters of 
the land in making a return to that fair day. It is our own country feet that lets us know 
that summer is here. You see these agricultural shows are part of our DNA. They let us 
know we are alive. Coming into the season, I was aware that we had skipped time missed 
time that there was a world of animals, insurers and food lost to us. This year, we were 
back. There were jumping ponies and stallions Best in Show on reserve champions. The 
cheery buzz of the announcer over the loudspeaker, the sloppy corns in a child’s hand. 
There were sartorial locks to with well turned out riders with great leather boots. And I 
even broke out my cowboy hat and denim jacket just to add to the fray. 

But for me, perhaps the great beauty of the moment was seeing all friends and neigh-
bours. We had come together again to meet each other. We were different people in a 
different land, the last time we met, some have not made it through the bad times. Others 
left us naturally in that gap that chasm, we remembered each of them and appreciated all 
we have come through. And in walking through the familiar open gate of the showfield, 
there was a balls of memory of all the years that I have been coming to this show. When I 
cast my mind back to those show days. I think of my mother preparing the children from 
a Montessori class to walk in the parade with their school float. With kids decked out in 
little costumes ready for their great show. 

Perhaps the memories that hold me best now are the older generation who helped set 
up the show. I saw them year after year carrying out their work for the great day. They 
were great people and the many are now gone on to meet their maker while we burn 
their memories bright. When those jumps are used, it is as if they have never left us. The 
shores are our canvas and our tapestry banner Lee Longford, Arvagh, taller, more, and 
on it goes. I will look forward to the next and the next. And together they and we shall 
make a summer, the summer restored. So for all the folks in white jackets with showing 
ropes in hand, train up that calf because this could be your summer bridle up that mare 
because there could be a ribbon waiting. It’s full swing showing season and for that we 
can be glad it is time to share truly in the land.

John Connell is a farmer and author.

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time



Sunday 31st July 10:30am Bridie Brady (9th Anniversary)
Tim & Brigid Gonnigle, Castlegal

Wednesday 3rd August 1:00pm Wedding: Andrew & Shirley
Friday 5th August 8:00pm Kevin Fowley
Saturday 6th August 12 noon Baptism x2

1:00pm Baptism
Sunday 7th August 10:30am Brendan Sheridan (Month’s Mind)

Cliffoney Masses

Saturday 30th July 8:00pm

Sunday 31st July 12 noon

Cemetery Sunday - Ahamlish Cemetery
Kathleen, John Pat & Patricia Tivnan
Michael Langan (20th Anniversary) & Mary 
Langan (Birthday Remembrance)

Monday 1st August 9:30am Feast of St Alphonsus Ligouri
For the People of the Parish

Tuesday 2nd August 9:30am Paddy Moffatt, Augharrow (1st Anniversary)
1:00pm Wedding, John & Kelly, Riverstown

Wednesday 3rd August 9:30am Fr Con Cronin SPS (1st Anniversary)
Thursday 4th August 9:30am Enrollment Mass

Saturday 6th August 8:00pm Feast of St John Vianney, Curé of Ars
John Leonard, Newtownward (Month’s Mind)

Sunday 7th August 12 noon John Moran, Grange
Vera Herron, Grange (2nd Anniversary)

1:00pm Baptism: Jack Patrick

Grange Masses

Collection: €960       

Cemetery Masses
 º Ahamlish: 31st July, 12 noon
 º Kinlough: 31st July, 12:30pm
 º Conwall: 31st July, 1:30pm
 º Keelogues: 31st July, 2:30pm

Please try to have your family plot looking well for Cemetery Sunday and bring home 
any weeds and/or rubbish that may have accumulated.

Tobernalt Holy Well – Garland Weekend Programme
The ceremonies at Tobernalt Holy Well return this year. The programme celebrates the organisa-
tion of the First Mass in 1921 and, as no Mass took place in 1922, we are honouring and remem-
bering the Centenary this year. The programme will focus on the gift of the Mass and the invita-
tion is to come and pray, reflecting on the Eucharist. Complimentary tea and coffee available after 
all Sunday Masses. Also, Century Candle available, based on the Holy Well, after all Masses.
Saturday 30th July:
 º 6.30pm    Confession 
 º 7.00pm    Evening Mass – Keeping a Tradition

Sunday 31st July:
 º 6.00am    Dawn Mass – Remembering Penal Ireland
 º 10.00am  Morning Mass – Placing our Prayers
 º 12 noon   Mass – Come and Prayer

Congratulations to Rathcormac Parish
Congratulations to Fr Tom Hever and the Rathcormac Parish Community on the very 
fine refurbishment of their Church completed this week by McHugh & Gallagher Con-
tractors, Cliffoney.

Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers)
We thank Fr Neil Loughrey for representing the Order during last weekend’s Masses. If 
you wish to contribute, there are special white envelopes in the church porches, which 
you can drop into our Sunday Collection basket and will be forwarded to him.

Charlie’s Bridge Update
It was agreed to form a local committee who will work with Sligo Co Co on the future 
plans for the bridge so that a footpath and development may proceed with the agree-
ment of all.

Saturday 30th July 6:30pm
Saturday 6th August 6:30pm Philomena Barry (100th Birthday Remembrance)

Mullaghmore Masses


